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1, State Undersecretary PARDING 25X1X 
expressed his concern over the development of the sitvation ov 
the church in the people's democvacies, particularly Czgecho- 
slovakia and Poland. there can be no dowbt 25x1X 
that the governments of the people’s democracies are firnly 
resolved ciitiher to destroy the chuxvch or make her a tool of 
we svate. It 2s to be assumed for certain that the Caethol: 
bishops will not yield to the pressure by the state. If, how. 
ever, the state incarcerated ox deported the bishops, as we 
done in the SU, the Catholic vecple would be denrived of its 
leadership end the priests would lose “the backing by. the sutho- 
rity of the church. Under such circumstances some priests ~ 
would certainly yield to state pressure and this would unavoidably: 
disorganize the Catholic people. ee 


— - 25X1X 

20 on this view that, contrary to TARDING’ sa 
pessimism MONTINY, the Second Stave Undersecretary, holds rer 
more optimistic views. MCNTIN , Sp 05x 1X 
yelieves that tne resistance of the Catholic people can by 
no memns be overcoms and that there wonld always be priests 
to direct this resistance, either legelly or illeseally. The 
Catholic Church must mot be contusead with the Orthodox Church 
which had ainays been an orgen Of tne state. Tt is not the 
first time that the Catholic Church was forced to measure 
awords with an entieChristien power, and such circumstances 
invaviably proved that the Cathouic people rose to the occe= 
sion, even without Leedershin. b 
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